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FORENSIC ARTIST: Orange police officer Mike Streed uses a computer
‘aging’ program to help identify and Iocate missing children.

New software program
‘ages’ missing children

TECHNOLOGY: The
Orange police work in
conjunction with a
non- proflt group
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ORANGE -
Streed wiggled his mouse and

watched a missing girl's face age

four vyears
screein.
One click extended the nose. A
few more clicks and the jaw grew
bolder, baby teeth gave way to

on his computer

permanent choppers and a
newer, - wavier halrstyle ap-
pear ed 0 .

Minutes later, the forensw art-
ist produced a picture showing :
lq-year -old glrl._

~.. had_the scar removed. In min-

how the missing
might look today.™ A

Thanks to the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Chil- %
dren, Streed will be producing a’

lot more pictures,” helping fam- "

ilies in five Westem states track
‘their abducted: ch&@r;n‘.' -

Because state aythorities were“

7

- Officer Mlke'

with the mlsbmg children center.

*Since _the equipment became

wfully. operatlonal in April, Streed
has 'worked on two cases re-
ferred by the center.

, And when he’s not hunting for
i.missing children, the computer

" ¥ can be used to help produce com-

,.;,posne drawings of suspects, up-
“date’'mug shots to match a fugi-

tive's change in appearance and
:—"help the coroner identify bodies. .
“v-“It’s such a valuable tool in
terms. of . identification,” said
'Streed, a 15-year police veteran
"and son of former Orange Police
Chief Wayne Streed. *‘You do all
these' things to save time and
money in investigations, and you
give people an-image.”

Streed demonstrated by dis-
playmg one fugitiye with a prom-
‘inent’ scar: under his right eye.
. Detectives' believe he has since

-'utes, ‘he erased the scar.

{"In’d case in which the coroner
had ‘the .body of an unidentified
“man killed by a gunshot to the
jacq,ﬁtreed was able to alter the
plcture to”'show’.what the man
ght have looked like \nthout

S

unable to take on the extra work,™” the“wound

‘the non—pnof;t m)b‘ilng children
center: de51gnated ‘the Oranpe'

Police Depar Imcm as one oi rive.
regional sites in the nation that
have new $20,000. computers ca-
pable of - producmg pictures

showing how rmssmg children :

might have. aged since estranged
parents’ or strange:s abducted
them. 55360 ',{w}:m YRR A

The equ1pment‘ s * s1mzlar to !

gear used.by Santa Ana police

since December, but Orange po- -
lice are: the only “ones afﬁhated

L Thedl tradltlonal method of
drgwmg composite sketches of
suspects — taking eyes irom vne
hart*’ the’ nosefrom another,
.etci== can be automated with the
new computer Al
~Part of what I. -wanted to do
"‘ w1th thls ‘was to*show people
" there . is -hope mlrfmdmg their
\ﬂ kids,!" said Streed, 35. “'If I.can
do’ somethmg with-a missing kid
.and bring some’joy and relief to
.families, there's not another sen-

satlon llke it. ’”}\?J fi




