SEARCH CONTINUES
FOR O.C."S MISSING KIDS

CRIME: Strangers have taken at least three
children whose families have yet to find them.

By ANN PEPPER
The Orange County Register

itter solace that it is,
Polly Klaas' parents
at least know what
happened to their
daughter.

Many families whose children
were abducted by strangers
don’t know and must live with
both the hope and the dread of
their unresolved losses.

The Adam Walsh Center for
Missing and Exploited Children
lists three youngsters who were
once Orange County residents.

April Ann Cooper was 7 when
someone took her from a camp-
ground near her home in 1986.
The Riverside County Sheriff’s
Department missing-persons
unit has her file.

Carlos Alvarez was 3 when he
disappeared from in front of his
house in February 1988. The
Downey Police Department is
handling his case.

Most recently, Jaycee Lee Du-
gard vanished while waiting for
a bus at Tahoe Paradise in June
1991. She was 11. El Dorado
County sheriff’s deputies are
looking for her.

The children could be any-
where now.

As time passes, cases are less
actively pursued, although they
are never closed. The chances of
finding the missing youngsters
grow slimmer, experts say.

“There should be pictures of
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LIVING WITH PAIN: Gloria Stratton’s daughter, Tracy, was kidnapped
and killed 12 years ago. Her killer has not been found. ‘I live to have
the answer,’ Stratton says. z

these children everywhere,”
said Toby Weiner, a case worker
with the Adam Walsh Center.
“The ones who are found are of-
ten found because they were
spotted by someone who was
able to recognize them.”

Officer Mike Streed of the
Orange Police Department, who
works on child-abductjon cases,
hopes to provide more visibility
for such children

This week he began developing
age-progressed images of
Orange County's missing young-
sters.

Using techniques he learned at

the National Center for Missing
Children in Arlington, Va,
Streed can create pictures of how
children who've been missing for
several years might look now.

“The more a child’s face gets
out there in front of the publie,
the better. The chances of recov-
ery go way up,”’ said Streed, a 15-
year police veteran.

The pictures usually are sent
out in ad circulars or sale cata-
logs from discount and depart-
ment stores such as Montgomery
Ward. They go to several million
households each week.
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=25 treed said’ hxs skﬂls can’ also
be~tsed ' in ‘making *composite’
drawmgs of people such as the;
pair of possible baby kxdnappers 3

_thted in Buena Park this week."
'The man and woman, working'
separately, have | approached

-mothers at local malls ¥ and!
+picked up their children, alleged-
.1y to admire them. Pollce fear,
'Ihe pair may be baby shopping.:

«| - Streed advises parents to have
'their children fingerprinted-at a:
'local police agency and take pho-
tographs of them on‘a regular
1 basis. Both steps mlght one day
help in the recoveryiof a lost
«child, he said. &

i:* “‘And the reality is that parents

1will never believe that their child

{isn 't coming home ‘until  they
vhave a body,” Weiner *'said.

.'f‘There is always that one sliver

tof hope. And it’s probably the
Flardest thing to live with.”

Gloria Stratton’s ‘daughter,
h‘racy, was 16 and a student at

:Santiago High School when she

.vanished from Garden Grove's
'Westhaven Park. Her body was

;:found eight days later in a rocky

-‘ravine off Htghway 330 near Run-

Imng Springs in San Bernardino

.County.

‘| That was 12 years ago . The kill-

.ler has not been found.

'\ “‘People can say'to you ‘that
:ithey know how you feel,” Strat-
‘iton said. “‘But they don’t, not un-.
.iless they've been: there«,Well
‘['ve been there, And you survive;
lby clinging to* the : hope that

nthey 1l be returned. to you,?: . ik

Stratton, of Garden Grove, re-.-

'lxved the pain of! her loss when

_ tPolly ‘Klaas, the * Petaluma
“\schoolgirl, disappeared in Octo-:
-\ber. She relives it every time a
;'youngster’s ktdnappmg makes
inews. S LIl

-l She remains dedtcated to fmd-
'ling out who klclnapped and ktlled

:ther daughter.. . i :

;1 "I live to have the answer 3

.ishe said. &

‘| Toease her loss, Stratton trtes

‘1to help other families of missing

.Ichildren by working‘as a volun-"
lteer with the Adam Walsh Cen-
|ter !

‘Besides jthe: three Orange f
County children involved in ab- |
.'ductions by strangers, Weiner is |
'working on about /20 famijy-in- |
»volved abductions ‘and about 10 |
‘icases- of missing¥children be- |

. {lieved to be runaways, Vi

:i The ‘center and ‘other efforts .
;1have helped . increase ; public.
-lawareness of  missing chtldren'-
“'since her daughter s abductton

lStl‘ﬂttOﬂ said. .,

v
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