STEVEN LEWIS/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-ENTERPRIS
Michael Streed, an officer for Orange, gets praise from colleagues who say he’s helped cases.




Drawn
to work

Corona man is a police sketch artist
and now an author

BY MELANIE C. JOHNSON
THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE

chiseled chin and

Acheekbones, thick mus-

tache and piercing blue

eyes shadowed by the bill of a
baseball cap.

That is the face of evil to Mi-
chael Streed, an image he
keeps tucked in the corner of
his Day Planner as a constant
reminder of a killer yet to be
captured.

Streed, a 25-year officer for
the city of Orange and a fo-
rensic artist, drew the sketch
shortly after the April 4, 1997,

'kidnapping in Beaumont of
10-year-old Anthony Marti-
nez, who was later killed.

The case is one of several he
recounts in his recently pub-
lished book “SketchCops:
True Stories from Those Who
Draw the Line Against Crime.”

Anthony’s abductor, solic-
iting the boy, his brother and
a friend to purportedly help
search for a missing cat,
forced him into a white sedan
and drove off. Anthony’s body
was found bound in duct tape
April 19, 1997, about eight

miles south of Joshua Tree
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Michael Streed, of Corona,

displays a page from his book
about his experiences making
composites of crime suspects.

’;‘_: .:’-'_i'.:;-; )1 ;’Bm

m “Sketchcops” will be
available in all major book-
stores by the end of the
month.

®m To order pre-release co-
pies from the publisher, go to
www.publishamerica.com. For
more information on Michael
Streed, e-mail sketchcop-
s@aol.com.
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7 ‘Streed, 45, of Corona said he will
:carry the drawing both as a re-
1'minder of Anthony and of Why '
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Until his killer is found,

he continues to.sketch. _
“It's summed’ up in that pho-

“because of you, athers are go-
mg to suffer by my pen.’”

‘Streed said he wrote his hook -

Yiot only to highlight the work of

1 forensic artists, but also to show
how everyone from the victims:

to the witnesses to the investiga-

|'tors ptaya parti insolving crimes.”

““Sometimes we.add the mis-

‘ smg link that helps solve a

-case,” he said of sketch drtists.

“Sometlmes it’s bare-knuckles.

polite work. No one person can

{.take the credit.”

: Work comhmes talents
“The (}range natlve practlcal- ‘

ly wag destined to-become a

' “sketchcop,” a ndme he created -

~for part police officer and part
-sketeh artist. His late father,

‘Wayne- Streed, was-Orange’s -
| ‘chief of police, retiring in 1990.
' Streed had an early interestin -

_police work, but he also was the
.child who frequently got in trou-

| ble for drawing in class, he said.
* He was working for the Santa -
*'| Barbara Sheriff’s Department
't inthe 19’705 when he saw & com-
‘pbsite on 4 television naws
broadcast and it clicked thathe
‘cou}d combine hoth his loves.

* He immediately inquired about

v cIasses, taking his firstin1979,and
; sought out mentors in the field. = -

~Besides, sketching; hie also

does age progressions and skel-
.Y atalnremams reconstruction. -

n Stréed is not doing his

""patrol"duties in Orange, he
-works for various law enferce-
| ‘ment ageneies, often sacrificing

“the with his wife, Mary, and
“ow-adult SonsMichael Jr. and

- Christopher: In 1998, 'he did a |
- stint-with the Show, “Amerlca 5

Most Wanted.” :
1t is all about ﬁndmg a bal
ance between the-desire to

1 serve and the need to have out-
-lets'outside 6f the work such as

i family or hobbles he said.

' “If you can teeter on the line |

o‘EM' ion and’ bsession and

Fellow officers praised Streed

for his dedication and willing-

ness to help other agencies.
Chino Police Department De-
tective Matt Weingtein recalled
a recent case where a man at-
tempted to abduet an infant
from a church. Streed came in
on New Year’s Day to meet with

" the victims and do a composite
- of the suspect, he said.
|.to,” he said. “That’smyfuel It’s

.“He was acting as much as an

investigator as an artist,” Wein-

stein said. “He has the ability to
get to the heart of the case and

‘connect with the victims.”
Detective Mike Holguin, who

works in the Long Beach Police
Department’s sexual-assault
unit, said when the department

calls, Streed comes. That’s im-
portant for sexual-assault

cases, he said.
“Alot of times with these kmds
of erimes, we need to have a corn-

. positelike now, because time is of
‘the essence,” Holguin said.

:Sketdung successes

It was Streed’s sketch J;hat

helped lead to the arrest of Ale:

jandro Avila, who is accused of
killing -Samantha Runnion. Sa-

‘mantha, 5, was kidnappedin 2002
- while sitting on a block wall with a
friend outside her Stanton home. -

Her body was found less than
24 hours later off the Ortega
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It was: workmg on the Run-.

_nion case that prompted Streed

to write the hook. Faced with
the need to decompress after

 the emotionally draining case,
" he began to write. .

The book was therapeutic he
said.

“After I did that sketch1 there
were high expectations,” Streed
said. “You’re not afraid of doing
it, but you wonder if lightning

- will strike twice. Will it be this -

good again?”

The officers, who often call on
Streed to help solve their cases,
say he more than meets their -
expectations. .
"~ “He has ena_bled me to solve
cases that probably, without his.
assistance, wouldn’t be solved,”

said Detective'Randi Castillo

- with the Long Beach Police De-

partme‘nt 8 ‘Sexual-assauit unit.
“His drawings are so lifelike.”
* Fellow Detective Craig New-

“land said the way he gets vie-
tims and witnesses to open upis

Streed’s strength. _
" “I like using Mlchael because -
he spends a lot-of time with them,”
he said. “He is an experienced in-
vestigator; so he/ bnings alotmore

than just his art tothe table.”

Reach Melanie C. Johnson at (309)
893-2113 or mjohnson@pe.com:
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RIVERSlDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
. 15THANNUAL
SPRING BASEBALL CLINIC

" MAR. 7 HITTING CLINIC
MAR 14 PITCHING cumc

cﬂnhtms 30am-12.30pm
Dn:ected by Dennis Rogers — RCC Baseball Coach
For More Information and a Brochure call

(QGQ) 222-8333
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